
Essay planning 

Explore how strong emotions are presented in the relationships between two characters in 

Shakespeare’s Macbeth and Browning’s The Laboratory. 

What are the important relationships in the texts? 

Feelings: do both texts portray the same emotions?  Why/where/how?  Do they develop and 

change throughout the texts? 

 

Key feelings to compare 

• Jealousy 

• Rejection 

• Revenge 

• Hatred 

• Love 

• Lust 

• Bitterness 

Consider how these feelings are expressed: 

• Violence 

• Murder 

• Immorality 

• Psychological imbalance 

• Ambition 

• Power 

 

Compare how these feelings are portrayed 

by the writers of each text: 

• Visual imagery 

• Structure 

• Rhythm 

• Rhyme 

• Tension 

• Dialogue 

• Monologue 

• Soliloquy 

• Characters’ actions 

• Characters’ thoughts 

• Plot  

 

 

 

Compare how the reader responds to these 

feelings: 

• Intrigue 

• Disgust 

• Fear 

• Mistrust 

• Revulsion 

• Admiration 

 

Key questions to think about in your analysis: 

• How does the quotation connect to the essay question? 

• What connections/comparisons/similarities/differences are there between the way strong 

emotions are presented in the texts? 

• What piece of context is relevant/helps us understand the quotation/character? [e.g. 

women at that time, the Gothic, the supernatural] 

• Why is the form of the text important? [i.e. a play compared to a poem] 

• Remember to refer to what happens in the whole text. 



Key quotations  

� Remember to connect to literary techniques like metaphors, rhyme, rhetorical questions, 

repetition etc.   

� See if you can also make connections between more than one quotation, and pick out 

individual words that are particularly important/expressive/emotive.   

� Are there any similarities between the types of words used in each text? 

� Make sure you know where each quotation comes from in the context of the whole text – 

what happens before/after it? 

� This is not an exhaustive list – you can add more, and fill in the gaps using your own brain). 

Key topic/emotion The Lab Macbeth 

Ambition  Macbeth’s ambition 

“If Chance will have me king, why, 

Chance may crown me, without my 

stir” (Act 1 Scene 3) 

Emotion influenced by 

supernatural 

“this devil’s-smithy” “Come, you spirits” etc. (Lady M, 

Act 1 Scene 5) 

Jealousy “that’s why she ensnared him” 

“her dying face” 

 

Deception  “look like th’innocent flower…” 

Tenderness  “my dearest partner in greatness”, 

“my dearest love” (Act 1 Scene 5) 

Pleasure “yonder soft phial, the 

exquisite blue” 

“what a wild crowd of invisible 

pleasures” 

 

Powerlessness “she fell not” “If we should fail?” (Macbeth in Act 

1 Scene 7); “I am afraid” (Macbeth, 

Act 2 Scene 2); “had he not 

resembled my father as he slept, I 

had done it” (Lady M Act 2 Scene 2) 

Power “ah the brave tree” “leave all the rest to me” (Lady M in 

Act 1 Scene 5); “bring forth men-

children only” (Macbeth, Act 1 

Scene 7) 

Psychological imbalance  “Is this a dagger I see before me?”; 

heat-oppressed brain” (Macbeth, 

Act 2 Scene 1); “full of scorpions is 

my mind, dear wife!” (Macbeth, Act 

3 Scene 2); “infected minds” (the 

Doctor, Act 5 Scene 1) 

Rejection “While they laugh, laugh at 

me” 

 

Bitterness   

Excessive feelings not 

restrained by morality 

“gorge gold”, “my whole 

fortune’s fee” 

 

Feelings expected by society Traditionally feminine 

behaviour? 

Masculinity/femininity questioned 

Lust  “you may kiss me, old man”  



Feelings expressed by 

violence 

“Grind away, moisten and 

mash up they paste” 

“to carry pure death” 

“brand, burn up, bite into its 

grace” 

“dashed the brains out” (Lady M, 

Act 1 Scene 7) 

Invincible “can it ever hurt me?”  

Remorse “horror” “horrid deed”, “we will proceed no 

further in this business” (Macbeth 

in Act 1 Scene 7); “Out, damned 

spot”; “Come, come, come, come, 

give me your hand” (Lady M, Act 5 

Scene 1) 

Curiosity  “You call it a gum”, “is that 

poison too?” 

 

Impatience  “Is it done?”  

What is the social context of 

the text? 

Luxury, courtly, clearly defined 

social hierarchy: “a signet, a 

fan-mount, a filigree basket”, 

“at the King’s” 

“I dare do all that may become a 

man” (Macbeth); “When you durst 

do it, then you were a man” (Lady 

M, Act 1 Scene 7) 

 

 

Other key quotations from The Laboratory 

How does the protagonist feel towards her lover?   

• “those masculine eyes” 

• “as they whispered” 

What does this make her feel towards her rival(s)? 

• “she would fall shrivelled” 

• “not that I bid you spare her the pain” 

Consider in particular how Browning uses rhetorical questions, alliteration, rhythm and rhyme to 

create a clear tone which reflects the emotions of the protagonist. 

 

Other key quotations from Macbeth 

How do Lady Macbeth and Macbeth feel towards each other?  Does this change as the play 

progresses? 

• “Great Glamis! Worthy Cawdor!” (Act 1 Scene 5) 

• “The queen, my lord, is death” (Seyton, Act 5 Scene 5).  “She should have died hereafter” 

(Macbeth Act 5 Scene 5.  NB – ambiguous line which could either mean she should have died 

later, or she would have had to die at some point) 

Consider how Shakespeare uses soliloquys, iambic pentameter and rhyming couplets to enable the 

audience to understand the emotions of the characters 



Example of essay structure (TL = The Lab; M = Macbeth) 

Each paragraph may become 2 paragraphs, depending on how long the analysis takes. 

 Paragraph topic Key quotation Connections/comparisons/ 

similarities/differences 

between texts 

Intro Overall statement about texts in 

relation to question  

  

1 The reasons for strong, violent 

feelings between characters in 

each text  

 Revenge (TL); Power (M).  

Comparison of love/marriage 

relationship 

2 Lady Macbeth and Macbeth’s 

relationship/feelings towards 

each other at beginning of play 

“my dearest partner in 

greatness” 

Feminine/masculine roles and 

expectations – connect to 

gender context.  Tenderness?   

3 Use of supernatural to 

manipulate/strengthen feelings 

“devil’s smithy”, 

“come you spirits” 

Adds power (both texts) – in 

TL, it gives linguistic power to 

almost compliment the 

apothecary; in M, Lady M 

needs supernatural power – is 

she in charge or not? 

4 Violence as a result of feelings  Delight in instruments of 

violence (TL); Violent language 

(M).  Is this moral?  How does 

an audience/reader respond?  

With intrigue?  Disgust? 

5 Change of feelings throughout 

text 

 Anticipation (TL); Remorse (M) 

6 Tone in The Lab – jaunty etc – 

effect on reader: expresses 

feelings of curiosity and delight 

 Use of rhyme etc (TL); compare 

when/why iambic pentameter 

is used (M) – effect on 

audience 

7 Psychological imbalance – 

extreme feelings 

 What do we think of each of 

the main characters in the 

texts because of the feelings 

they express? 

8 Power and powerlessness: who is 

the strongest character as 

demonstrated by her feelings?  

The protagonist of TL, or Lady M? 

  

Conc Which text is more effective in its 

presentation of strong feelings 

between two characters, and 

why? 

  

 

 

 

 



Possible sentence starters/connectives:   

One key theme explored in Act 2 Scene 2 is…  Shakespeare is trying to show how…  Initially, … When 

Lady Macbeth says, “…..”, Shakespeare is using the image of… to show…  At this point in the play, 

Lady Macbeth… However,…  A very significant theme in the play is…. Shakespeare is exploring the 

idea of… A key difference between Lady Macbeth in Act 2 and Act 5 is…. This is because… The 

audience might see this as…  On the other hand,… In addition…  Obviously… An instance of 

Shakespeare using…The metaphor Lady Macbeth uses, “…………”, is significant because… Macbeth’s 

reaction to Lady Macbeth is… because…   In comparison,  In conclusion…  

 

 

What’s the big idea? 
It's much easier to write about a text if you understand what the 

writer is trying to say.  Then you only need to say what techniques 

the writer is using to put that idea across.  You need to link this to 

ideas of the time and ideas today and you’ve done everything you 

need to! 

 

Themes to watch out for: 

Ambition, Guilt, Fate, What makes a good 

ruler?, Appearance versus reality, 

Masculinity, Femininity, Gender roles and 

expectations 

Techniques to watch out for: 

Imagery, metaphor, personification, simile, 

dramatic irony, emotive/dramatic language, 

interesting use of iambic pentameter, 

character actions (e.g. LM rubbing her hands 

as if she’s washing them). 

 

 


