
Strong emotions / relationship with Macbeth 

Key questions: 

1. Who is most responsible for the bloodshed in the play?  What does this tell us about their 

relationship? Masuma 

2. What terms of endearment/address do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth use?  What does this 

signify about their relationship? Noor M 

3. What does the use of the supernatural in the play tell us about their relationship? Nur 

4. What does their relationship/language tell the audience (now and then) about gender 

dynamics?  Zara 

5. What does religious imagery in the play tell us about their relationship? Misbah 

6. What does the outcome of the plot imply about Shakespeare’s view of their relationship? 

Yussra 

7. What does the development/changes in their relationship reveal? Maria 

8. How might “the curse of the Scottish play” provide some comparisons with The Laboratory? 

Amaani 

9. Are there any key similarities between the relationship of Lady Macbeth and Macbeth, and 

the protagonist of The Laboratory and her relationship with either the apothecary or her 

lover? Noora 

10. Are there any key differences in the emotions of the protagonist in The Laboratory and Lady 

Macbeth, and how these emotions are portrayed? Nabeela 

 

Strong emotions / relationship with Macbeth 

Act 1 Scene 5 – Lady Macbeth’s language 

“Come you spirits” – summoning evil 

“Come to my woman’s breasts” – rejecting maternal instinct 

“Sightless substance” – sibilance – snake, evil, aligns her with Eve, the temptress 

“Come thick night” – summoning darkness; repetition of imperative 

“unsex me here”; fill me with “direst cruelty” – superlative showing extent of her desire for evil 

“Hell”, “Heaven” – religious imagery – how does this connect to the Elizabethan/Jacobean stage? 

“Hold, hold” – repetition – Why is this important? 

Contrast – Macbeth’s speech – use of rhyme – does this show that he is more regulated in his 

emotions?  Less wild?  Regular usage of iambic pentameter.  Lady Macbeth’s is more irregular – 11 

syllables in line about Heaven, ends with “hold, hold”.   

Evidence that at first LM intended to kill Duncan = contrast with The Laboratory protagonist 



Act 1 Scene 5 – Language about their relationship  

Lady M: “Great Glamis, worthy Cawdor” – she addresses him by his titles 

Macbeth - “My dearest love” – he addresses her by an affectionate term 

Lady M: “bear welcome in your eye, your hand, your tongue”, “look like th’innocent flower, But be 

the serpent under’t” – another potential reference to the Garden of Eden – theme of deception 

repeated again.  What does this tell us about their relationship?  What is Shakespeare implying? 

Macbeth: “We will speak further” – what does this tell the audience about him at this point? 

Lady Macbeth: “Leave all the rest to me” – what does this tell the audience about their relationship 

at this point? 

 

Act 1 Scene 6 – Lady Macbeth is polite/hospitable to Duncan 

 

Act 1 Scene 7 –  

Macbeth: “He’s here in double trust…” “kinsman”, “subject”, “as his host, Who should against his 

murtherer shut the door, Not bear the knife myself” – he lists the reasons as to why he should not 

kill Duncan - “horrid deed”.  “We will proceed no further in this business”. 

Lady M: use of rhetorical questions – “Art thou afear’d To be the same in thine own act, and valour, 

as thou art in desire?”  “coward” 

Macbeth: “I dare do all that may become a man, Who dares do more, is none” – argument about 

masculinity – what actions are appropriate for an honourable man to do?  How would Shakespeare’s 

audience interpret this? 

Lady M: that a “beast” not a man told her about the prospect of power then; “When you durst do it, 

then you were a man…so much more the man”.  Her assertion of what masculinity should be.  In 

contrast, she rejects the nurturing ideal of Elizabethan femininity – “I have given suck, and know 

How tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me: I would, while it was smiling in my face, Have pluck’d 

my nipple from his boneless gums, And dash’d the brains out, had I so sworn as you have done to 

this” – violent, aggressive language. 

Macbeth: sparse language, almost tentative – “If we should fail?”  Compare the use of rhetorical 

questions – LM’s use is to convince Macbeth to kill Duncan; Macbeth’s is to voice his fear. 

Lady Macbeth comes up with the plan. 

Macbeth: “Bring forth men-children only” – her character is so strong that he thinks she should only 

be able to reproduce male qualities/children. 



Relationship – boundaries of masculinity and femininity are blurred – interesting for a 21
st

 Century 

audience to interpret in a feminist or post-feminist era, where the traditional roles of women have 

been lessened (e.g. in terms of work, family life etc). 

 

Act 2 Scene 1 – Macbeth’s dagger speech 

Macbeth: “heat-oppressed brain”; “bloody business”; “…that summons thee to Heaven, or to Hell” – 

overlap of language between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth – could show similarities and closeness in 

their relationship 

 

Act 2 Scene 2 – constant contrast shown between the response of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth  

Lady M: her excuse that she did not kill Duncan – “had he not resembled my father as he slept, I had 

done it” – what does this tell us about the strength of her emotions?  She also greets Macbeth as 

“my husband” – a term of endearment, rather than of status at this point? 

Macbeth is fearful: “I am afraid”; “listening their fear” 

Lady M: “Why, worthy Thane, You do unbend your noble strength to think so brainsickly of things.  

Go, get some water and wash this filthy witness from your hand” 

Lady M: “infirm of purpose!”  “My hands are of your colour, but I shame to wear a heart so white” 

 

Act 2 Scene 3 

The murder is discovered 

Macbeth kills the guards out of supposed loyalty  

Lady Macbeth faints: “Help me hence, ho!” 

Act 3 Scene 1 – Banquo leaves, and Macbeth arranges for a murderer to kill him – NB.  Lady 

Macbeth is not involved in this murder.  Has Macbeth been taken over by the same spirit that Lady 

Macbeth summoned? 

NB Macbeth’s preoccupation with souls hanging in the balance. 

 

Act 3 Scene 2 – Macbeth and Lady Macbeth before the banquet 

Lady M: use of regular rhyme scheme and iambic pentameter – compare to Macbeth’s use of that 

earlier: 

Nought’s had, all’s spent, 

Where our desire is got without content. 



‘Tis safer to be that which we destroy 

Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy. 

Macbeth: “O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife!” 

Macbeth: “Come, seeling night, Scarf up the tender eye of the pitiful day” 

 

Act 3, Scene 4 – banquet scene 

What is Lady Macbeth’s reaction?  What does this tell us about their relationship? 

Act 3 Scene 5 – Hecate and 3 witches – shows the power the witches have – how does this make us 

understand Lady Macbeth’s character development? 

 

Act 4 Scene 1 – Macbeth and the witches 

 

 

Act 4 Scene 2 – murder of Macduffs 

 

 

Act 5 Scene 1 – Lady Macbeth sleepwalking etc observed by Doctor and Gentlewoman 

Lady M: “Out, damned spot!” – NB she is no longer talking in iambic pentameter, but in prose. Use 

of imperative with a completely different tone: “Come, come, come, come, give me your hand” – 

she wants comfort now. 

Doctor: “unnatural deeds to breed unnatural troubles”; “infected minds” 

 

Act 5 Scene 3 – Macbeth discusses his wife’s condition 

 

Act 5 Scene 5 – Lady Macbeth is dead 

Macbeth has a moment of philosophising before he goes into battle – “Out, out, brief candle” 

 

 

 


